Before looking at the text below, what do you think “holocaust denial” means?  

Now read the first text and answer the questions below it.

Holocaust denial

Holocaust denial is the act of denying the genocide of Jews in World War II, usually referred to as the Holocaust. The key claims of Holocaust denial are: the German Nazi government had no official policy or intention of exterminating Jews, Nazi authorities did not use extermination camps and gas chambers to mass murder Jews, and the actual number of Jews killed was significantly lower than the historically accepted figure of 5 to 6 million.
Most Holocaust denial claims imply, or openly state, that the Holocaust is a hoax (= “bufala”) arising out of a deliberate Jewish conspiracy to advance the interest of Jews at the expense of other peoples. 
The key claims of Holocaust deniers are: 

· The Nazis had no official policy or intention of exterminating Jews.
· Nazis did not use gas chambers to mass murder Jews.
· The figure of 5 to 6 million Jewish deaths is a gross exaggeration, and the actual number is an order of magnitude lower.

Other claims include the following:

· Stories of the Holocaust were a myth initially created by the Allies of World War II to demonize Germans. Jews spread this myth as part of a grander plot intended to enable the creation of a Jewish homeland in Palestine, and now to garner (= obtain) continuing support for the state of Israel. 
· Documentary evidence of the Holocaust, from photographs to the Diary of Anne Frank, is fabricated. 
· Survivor testimonies are filled with errors and inconsistencies, and are thus unreliable. 
· Interrogators obtained Nazi prisoners' confessions of war crimes through the use of torture. 
· The Nazi treatment of Jews was no different from what the Allies did to their enemies in World War II. 

Holocaust denial is widely viewed as failing to adhere to rules for the treatment of evidence, principles that mainstream historians (as well as scholars in other fields) regard as basic to rational inquiry. 

The Holocaust was well documented by the bureaucracy of the Nazi government itself. It was further witnessed by the Allied forces who entered Germany and its associated Axis states towards the end of World War II. 

According to researchers Michael Shermer and Alex Grobman, there is a "convergence of evidence" that proves that the Holocaust happened. This evidence includes: 

· Written documents—hundreds of thousands of letters, memos, blueprints, orders, bills, speeches, articles, memoirs, and confessions.
· Eyewitness testimony—accounts from survivors, Jewish Sonderkommandos (who helped load bodies from the gas chambers into the crematoria in exchange for a chance of survival), SS guards, commandants, local townspeople, and even high-ranking Nazis who spoke openly about the mass murder of the Jews.
· Photographs—including official military and press photographs, civilian photographs, secret photographs taken by survivors, aerial photographs, German and Allied film footage, and unofficial photographs taken by the German military.
· The camps themselves—concentration camps, work camps, and extermination camps that still exist in varying degrees of originality and reconstruction.
· Inferential evidence—population demographics, reconstructed from the pre–World War II era; if six million Jews were not killed, what happened to them?

(adapted from wikipedia)
If you are interested in reading more extensively about this topic, visit the following webpage:

http://www.unitedagainstracism.org/pages/thema02.htm
Answer the following questions:
1. What is “Holocaust Denial” and what “alarming” issue does it raise?

2. How can we object to the claims of “Holocaust Denial”?

3. What were your immediate feelings after having read this short text?

Read the article below and answer the questions.

Teachers drop the Holocaust to avoid offending Muslims
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Schools are dropping the Holocaust from history lessons to avoid offending Muslim pupils, a Government backed study has revealed.

It found some teachers are reluctant to cover the atrocity for fear of upsetting students whose beliefs include Holocaust denial.

There is also resistance to tackling the 11th century Crusades - where Christians fought Muslim armies for control of Jerusalem - because lessons often contradict what is taught in local mosques.

The findings have prompted (= dato vita a ) claims that some schools are using history 'as a vehicle for promoting political correctness'.

The study, funded by the Department for Education and Skills, looked into 'emotive and controversial' history teaching in primary and secondary schools.

It found some teachers are dropping courses covering the Holocaust at the earliest opportunity over fears Muslim pupils might express anti-Semitic and anti-Israel reactions in class.

The report said teachers feared confronting 'anti-Semitic sentiment and Holocaust denial among some Muslim pupils'.

It added: "In another department, the Holocaust was taught despite anti-Semitic sentiment among some pupils.

"But the same department deliberately avoided teaching the Crusades at Key Stage 3 (11- to 14-year-olds) because their balanced treatment of the topic would have challenged what was taught in some local mosques."

A third school found itself 'strongly challenged by some Christian parents for their treatment of the Arab-Israeli conflict-and the history of the state of Israel that did not accord with (= agree with) the teachings of their denomination'.

The report concluded: "In particular settings, teachers of history are unwilling to challenge highly contentious or charged versions of history in which pupils are steeped (= immersi) at home, in their community or in a place of worship."

But Chris McGovern, history education adviser to the former Tory government, said: "History is not a vehicle for promoting political correctness. Children must have access to knowledge of these controversial subjects, whether palatable or unpalatable."

The researchers also warned that a lack of subject knowledge among teachers - particularly at primary level - was leading to history being taught in a 'shallow way leading to routine and superficial learning'.

Lessons in difficult topics were too often 'bland (= not interesting), simplistic and unproblematic' and bored pupils.

Source: (adapted from http://www.dailymail.co.uk)
Answer the following questions:
1. Why do some teachers decide not to cover the Holocaust in their syllabus?

2. What are the consequences of this approach to history?
3. Do you think not teaching certain aspects of history (that is not covering certain historical facts not to offend other groups of people) is a form of denial?.  (It is as if teachers did not cover the issue of slavery not to offend the descendants of former slave owners or the descendants of those nationalities involved in the slave trade.)

4. What is the purpose of this article in your opinion?  Substantiate your answer. 
